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Ford’s Books News 
NOVEMBER 2025 

 
   

   

   

  

BOOK  O F  T HE  MONTH :  
DIVERGENT LIVES OF NO 
CONSEQUENCE: SHORT 
STORIES 
AUTHOR: JUAN J ALEMAN II 
If you are an author in search of a 

book review, we can help. We share 

reviews and assist authors in 

promoting their books. Go to our 

“Book of the Month” page or contact 

Ford’s Books! 

BOOK  C LUB :  

STARTING NOVEMBER 
Welcome Readers! Our Book Club 

features a new title each month. We 

will be reading The Wild Air by 

Rebecca Mascull. Members get 

weekly overviews on our exclusive 

Members page (password required) 

and can join monthly discussions. 

Membership is $20 per month. Sign 

up on our Book Club page and join 

the adventure! 

 

DONAT I ONS :  
We’re proud to share that your 

donations of bookstore items or other 

goods now help support the Tacoma 

Rescue Mission, serving individuals 

and families in need. Visit our About 

Us page for the latest on accepted 

donations. Thanks to your continued 

support, we are also able to provide 

scholarships for students and invest 

in brighter futures, one book at a 

time. 
 

Visit Us Today, proudly serving the Gig Harbor community. New  

inventory added daily! We offer a wide selection of gifts, and 

complimentary gift wrapping is available with any purchase. Stop by 

for a free latte and discover something special. Our hours are 

Monday through Friday from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m., except Tuesdays 

from 12:00 noon to 3:00 p.m. and Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 

p.m. We are closed on Sundays. Ford’s Books, 5800 Soundview Dr. 

Suite C102 (Business Park), Gig Harbor, WA. 98335, 206-851-0156.  
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BOOK REVIEW: 
THE BOOK OF (HOLIDAY) AWESOME 
BY NEIL PASRICHA 
BRING A SMILE TO YOUR HOLIDAY SEASON WITH NEIL PASRICHA’S THE BOOK 
OF (HOLIDAY) AWESOME. PART OF HIS BELOVED “AWESOME” SERIES, THIS 
BOOK CELEBRATES THE SMALL, FUNNY, AND HEARTWARMING MOMENTS 
THAT MAKE HOLIDAYS SPECIAL. FROM THANKSGIVING DINNERS TO 
CHRISTMAS, HANUKKAH, AND KWANZAA, PASRICHA HIGHLIGHTS THE LITTLE 
THINGS THAT BRING JOY DURING THE BUSY HOLIDAY SEASON. 
DISCOVER THE SIMPLE PLEASURES OF LIFE, FROM THE FIRST FOOTPRINT IN 
FRESH SNOW TO THE MOMENT THE IN-LAWS LEAVE, OR EVEN JUST 
WRAPPING THAT LAST SCRAP OF GIFT PAPER PERFECTLY. EACH ENTRY IS A 
REMINDER TO PAUSE, LAUGH, AND APPRECIATE THE EVERYDAY MOMENTS 
THAT OFTEN GO UNNOTICED. 
 

THIS BOOK WAS RATED: 5 STARS BY FORD’S BOOKS!!! 

 

 

Writers & Poets 
To submit your best work for a chance to win a cash prize 
or in-store credit, visit the Ford's Books website and go to 
the Writers & Poets section. If your work is selected you 
will be published on our website and in our upcoming 
monthly newsletter.  
 
If you have any questions, please call: 206-851-0156 or 
email: fordsbookstore@gmail.com.  

BOOK OF THE MONTH: 
Divergent Lives of No Consequence: 
Short Stories 
By Juan J Aleman II 
 

What happens in life when you have no prospect of 

better, no peace, no happiness, and no future? You run 

with what you have, for as far, as fast, and as long as 

you can. And the end of the path is a resounding 

nothing…"Haunting, honest, and quietly profound...is a 
beautifully crafted collection that explores the fragile 
intersections of fate and failure…" – NewInBook.com 

"If you have the courage, this book will take you on a 
harrowing journey through the lives of people whose 
shoes you would rather not fill." – P. Preziosi, Reedsy 

Discovery Reader Advisory: This title explores mature 

and intense subject matter and is intended for adult 

readers.  

 

mailto:fordsbookstore@gmail.com
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FORD’S BOOKS SHOWCASE: 

Discover the latest treasures for your shelf! From gripping thrillers and captivating novels 

to inspiring memoirs and stunning illustrated editions, our newest arrivals bring stories to 

life and spark the imagination. Whether you’re searching for the perfect gift, a hidden gem 

for yourself, or a collector’s piece, these fresh titles are ready to delight. Stop by Ford’s 

Books and be among the first to explore these exciting new finds! 

 
   
 

                   

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

                       

    

                       

Do you have any books you want to sell?  

Visit our "Sell Books" page online to sign 

up and start making some extra money. 

Stop settling for low offers when you can 

earn more from your used books.  

Sign up today or call Ford’s Books at #206-

851-0156. We buy books by appointment 

only.  

   

Quotes 
“Every dream tests your belief in 

the impossible.” 
— The Book Alchemist 

 

“Between ink and imagination lies 

the magic of transformation.” 

— The Book Alchemist 
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Humor Highlights                           

By Heidi Ford 

 

10 Surprisingly Hilarious Life Lessons I Learned from Everyday Chaos 

1. Coffee is serious business 

You think you’re ordering a simple mocha, but somehow it turns into a debate about whether chocolate 

counts as a vegetable. Stand your ground. You deserve it. 

2. People will ask questions you didn’t know existed 

“Does this book come in reverse?” “Can reading this make me famous on Mars?” Life is full of curious 

minds. Embrace it because absurd questions make the best stories. 

3. Spills happen 

Coffee, ink, emotions. Things get messy. Laugh fast and move on. Bonus points if it becomes the 

highlight of your next story. 

4. Predictability is overrated 

Everyone says to be reasonable, follow the rules, and color inside the lines. Predictable is boring. Real 

excitement happens when you wear socks that don’t match, tell a joke at the wrong moment, or do 

standup comedy in the grocery line. 

5. People notice confidence more than perfection 

You don’t need flawless hair or a perfect plan. Show up messy, awkward, and fully yourself. Confidence 

that ignores minor flaws is basically a superpower. 

6. Inspiration is everywhere 

It can hit you in line at the grocery store, in a random conversation, or while arguing with a mannequin 

in a department store. Keep your eyes open and your sense of humor ready. 

7. Life is meant to be stirred up 

Small acts of daring, tiny rebellions, and bold questions create momentum. Don’t wait for adventure to 

come to you. Laugh, experiment, and push a little further than yesterday. 

8. Failure is hilarious if you survive it 

Said something ridiculous in a meeting? Congratulations, you just became a legend in the making. Own 

it, exaggerate it, and let everyone else laugh first. Narrate your own mundane tasks like a sports 

announcer, or treat your to-do list like a reality show.  

9. Rules are suggestions, not commandments 

Someone says, “You can’t do comedy in public” or “You must always walk in a straight line.” Ignore 

them. Life is funnier when you break patterns, bend rules, and occasionally wear a cape for no reason. 

10. Turn everyday life into a comedy show 

Notice the little absurdities around you. People who take 45 minutes to order a salad. Signs that 

contradict themselves. Elevator small talk that makes no sense. Make witty observations out loud in 

your head, give your own dramatic commentary on the mundane, and appreciate how ridiculous the 

world is. Life becomes hilarious when you treat ordinary moments like they deserve a standing ovation. 
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Story                                                      

By Heidi Ford 

The Day I Decided to Stop Being Reasonable 

It started with coffee. I was standing in line behind someone who ordered a drink so complicated it could have 

been a math problem. The barista looked like she was solving for x. By the time I got my turn, I said, “I’ll just 

take a cup of success with a shot of sanity, please.” She laughed and said, “If we served that, the line would be 

out the door.” 

That’s when it hit me. Everyone in that coffee shop looked exhausted. Eyes glued to screens. Fingers scrolling 

through other people’s highlight reels. Half listening. Half living. Like they were waiting for permission to start 

their own lives. It felt like the world was stuck in airplane mode. 

I thought about how many people settle for “reasonable.” Reasonable jobs. Reasonable relationships. 

Reasonable dreams. We wear comfort like armor and call it adulthood. We convince ourselves that blending in 

means we are safe, but really, we are slowly becoming invisible. The truth is, “reasonable” is just a polite word 

for half-asleep. And I realized that day I was done being polite about my potential. 

When did we decide that being sensible was more important than being alive? Somewhere along the way, 

people started treating passion like a hazard warning. Dream too big and someone will rush in to hand you a 

“reality check.” But reality is flexible. It bends for those bold enough to test it. I decided that day I would no 

longer shrink myself just to make other people comfortable. 

So, I left that coffee shop and made a promise to myself. I would say what others were too afraid to say. I would 

do the things that made people raise their eyebrows and secretly wish they were brave enough to do the same. I 

would stop explaining myself to people who only understood limits. I would stop waiting for the right moment 

and start creating it. 

The moment I made that decision, everything changed. Life got louder, funnier, messier, and better. I started 

seeing possibilities in the chaos. I began laughing at moments that used to frustrate me. I realized that 

confidence isn’t a mood. It’s a muscle, and you build it every time you do something that scares someone else 

but excites you. 

Now, when people tell me to “be realistic,” I smile and ask, “By whose definition?” Realistic is just code for 

predictable, and predictable is what you settle for when you stop believing in the extraordinary. I have no 

interest in predictable. I want the kind of life that makes people question the rules. 

These days, when I walk into a coffee shop or brew a cup with my favorite Keurig, I don’t just expect coffee. I 

start my day with inspiration, and a jolt of possibility. I expect ideas that keep me moving. I look around and see 

the same tired faces still scrolling, still waiting for something to happen, and I think, “You have no idea how 

powerful it feels to stop waiting.” 

So, here’s my advice. Stir it up. Spill a little. Make a scene. Be the reason someone else wakes up and says, “I’ll 

have what they’re having.” Because the truth is, the world doesn’t need more reasonable people. It needs people 

who are awake enough to live without permission. And the best part is, once you start expecting more from life, 

the universe starts delivering. Opportunities show up in the weirdest places. Conversations spark ideas you 

didn’t know you had. Life stops being something you wait for and starts being something you actively grab, 

laugh by laugh, risk by risk. 

 



Ford’s Books 11/01/2025 
 

 6 
 

 

ARTIST OF THE MONTH:  
 

WINNIE YOUNG 

We Grew up Together  

8.5" X 11" numbered and signed print, $75.00 

11' X 14", Matted, $75.00 

Framed, $125.00 

                 Symbiosis 

                          8.5" X 11" numbered and signed print, $75.00 

                                                           11" X 14" matted, $75.00 

       Framed, $125.00 

 

FORD’S BOOKS 
GALLERY 
COLLECTION 
We are thrilled to introduce our new 

Gallery Collection, a special space 

where talented artists can showcase 

and sell their work both in-store and 

online. From stunning paintings to 

unique creations, our gallery is a 

celebration of creativity and a place for 

art lovers to discover something truly 

special. 

If you are an artist and would like to be 

featured on our walls, online, or 

promoted, we would love to hear from 

you. Visit our Gallery page to sign up 

and join our community of creators. 

Explore and find your next favorite art 

piece today! 
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Book Recommendations:  

                     

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

                     

 

 

           

Heaven and Hell in Western Art by Robert Hughes 

examines how artists through the centuries have depicted 

the divine and the damned. From medieval visions of 

salvation and torment to Renaissance masterpieces and 

modern interpretations, Hughes explores how faith, fear, 

and imagination shaped Western art’s most powerful 

spiritual imagery. $58.00 

 

This work offers a realistic look at life in ancient Greece 

through the eyes of an average citizen. It highlights the 

ancient Greeks not only as the founders of Western 

civilization but also as fascinating individuals in their own 

right. The author outlines the history of early Greece, 

starting from the Mycenaean era, moving through the time 

of Homer and Archaic Greece, and ending with the spread 

of Greek culture after Alexander's conquests. $5.99 

Across the Open Field: Essays Drawn from 

English Landscapes explores the rich beauty, 

history, and spirit of rural England. Author 

Laurence Rose reflects on centuries of cultural 

and natural change through poetic essays that 

blend observation, ecology, and memory. A 

lyrical journey across fields, hedgerows, and 

seasons, this collection celebrates the enduring 

connection between people and the English 

countryside. $14.00 
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Greetings from Ford’s Books, 

We hope you have been doing well. If our newsletter has brought a little joy to your day, or if you 
have enjoyed shopping with us, we would be so grateful if you could take a moment to leave us a 
review. You can easily do this by scanning the QR code below. It only takes a moment and helps us 
so much. 

If you have already left us a positive review, thank you so much! Your support and kind words mean a 
great deal to us and help our store continue to grow. 

Your feedback helps others discover our store and supports our mission to keep books and creativity 
alive in the community. It makes a big difference. 

Thank you for your continued support and for allowing us to bring books and inspiration into your life. 
Your encouragement truly means a great deal to us. 
 

Ford’s Books 
 
       

 

 

 

 

 



Ford’s Books 11/01/2025 
 

 10 
 

               

 

 

For advertising in our Newsletter, please contact:  

Heidi Ford (Ford’s Books) 

fordsbookstore@gmail.com 

1-206-851-0156   

mailto:fordsbookstore@gmail.com

